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Letter from the Executive Board :

Honourable Delegates,

Welcome to the Global Security Council of the first physical International Youth Conference

post covid. It is our pleasure to serve as your chairpersons in this dynamic, fast-paced and

exciting council!

In this committee, we will be discussing the extremely recent topic of the Russian-Ukrainian

Crisis. If left unresolved, this conflict will affect not just Ukraine and Russia, but all countries in

the world, and in all aspects possible, be it militarily, economically, or socially. It is also

important to consider that one of the major players in this conflict has nuclear weapons, hence

making this topic extremely sensitive, while also increasing the security threat posed by it.

Delegates are strongly encouraged to work together to resolve this conflict to best maintain peace

and harmony in the world.

With all of that said, we hope that this conference will be a valuable learning opportunity to

study these important topics and engage in fruitful and intense discussions. We look forward to

having fruitful debates during the course of this conference.

Best wishes and regards,

Kyra Sandhu                              Piyaa Manghnani

( Chair )                                      ( Co-Chair )



Agenda : Russian-Ukrainian Conflict

Topic Introduction and Overview

Beginnings of the Russian-Ukraine Relationship

In 1772, with the partition of Poland-Lithuania and the subjugation of the Ukrainian people,

Russia began to impose the culture and language in the region.

In 1922, the Ukrainian Socialist Soviet Republic was established as a former member of the

Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR or Soviet Union), in the lands of Kievan Rus, a

Federation of Slavic Tribes of the Middle Age. Some historians consider this as the common

ancestor of modern Ukraine and Russia.

Many historians agree that the bases of the tensions between the two Slavic countries began

with the Holodomor in the 1930s. In 1941, with the German invasion of the Soviet Union and

occupation of Ukraine, the Western Ukrainian people welcomed the Wehrmacht as saviours,

while the Eastern Ukrainians continued to support the Soviet Union and fight against German

rule.

Ukraine and Russia re-established close ties following the disintegration of the USSR in 1991.

Ukraine decided to join the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT) as a

non-nuclear-weapon state in 1994, and former Soviet nuclear weapons in Ukraine were

transferred to Russia and decommissioned. In exchange, Russia, the United Kingdom, and the

United States pledged to maintain Ukraine's territorial integrity and political independence under



the Budapest Memorandum on Security Assurances in 1994.

In 1999, Russia signed the Charter for European Security, which "reaffirmed the intrinsic

freedom of each and every participating State to adopt or amend its security arrangements,

including treaties of alliance, as they evolve”. However, several former Soviet Union and Eastern

Bloc nations joined the North Atlantic Treaty Organisation (NATO) in the years following the

fall of the USSR, which Russian authorities saw as a breach of Western powers' guarantees that

NATO would not expand eastward.

2010 Ukrainian Presidential Election and the 2014 Revolution of Dignity

A few years later after the controversy, in 2010 Viktor Yanukovych was elected as Ukraine’s

fourth President, allegedly with the help of former intelligence officer (now President)

Vladimir Putin. (Kumar, 2022). However, he was ousted by yet another revolution - the

Revolution of Dignity or the Euromaidan.

The Euromaidan demonstrations began in November 2013 in response to the Yanukovych

government's decision to postpone the signing of the European Union (EU)–Ukraine Association

Agreement and the Deep and Comprehensive Trade Agreement which would strengthen bilateral

ties and establish a free trade area between the European Union and Ukraine (Crawford, 2022).

Yanukovych, however, justified the act based on two reasons: first, Ukraine could not afford to

sacrifice trade with Russia, which opposed the deal; second, an EU offer to lend Ukraine 610m

euros (£510m; $828m) as inadequate and said it would need at least 20bn euros a year to upgrade

its economy to "European standards" (BBC News, 2013).

After weeks of protests, Yanukovych and parliamentary opposition leaders struck a peace



agreement calling for an early election on February 21, 2014, hence putting an end to the

bloodshed caused by the protests; (Malik, 2014). The next day, Yanukovych departed Kyiv for

Kharkiv, and the Ukrainian parliament, the Verkhovna Rada, voted to depose him. Leaders in

Russian-speaking eastern Ukraine reaffirmed their continued support for Yanukovych, sparking

pro-Russian demonstrations.

2014 Russian Annexation of Crimea

After the uprisings and Yanukovych’s escape to Russia, more civil unrest was provoked on the

Eastern Ukraine-Russia border, including the Donbas region. In these regions, the majority of the



population supports Russia due to their Russian background.

Seeing the uprising, Vladimir Putin decided to work on ‘returning Crimea to Russia’. This

happened due to the cultural background of the Crimean War during the 17th century. In 1783,

Crimea united with the Russian Empire. Then, in 1954, then-Soviet Leader Nikita Khrushchev

transferred Crimea back to Ukraine under the Decree of the Presidium of the USSR Supreme

Soviet Transferring the Crimea Oblast from the Russian SFSR to the Ukrainian SSR after

Western Ukraine was annexed by the Soviet Union under the Nazi-Soviet pact in 1939. Despite

this, Russia used its historic claim to annex Crimea, undoing the earlier agreement; however, up

to this day, Russia denies ‘annexing’ Crimea. Russia claimed that this was to ‘protect ethnic

Russians from far-right extremists’ whom Russia claimed were responsible for overthrowing

President Yanukovych. After the annexation, Russia decided to establish a referendum to protect

its claim to Crimea, but it was illegal under the Ukrainian Constitution and is unrecognised

internationally (Clinton, 2022).

Situation in Donbas

Similar to the annexation of Crimea, the situation in Donbas (or Donbass) has a long

historical background dating back to the 9th century. The Donbas region, which borders

Russia, is inherited with heavy mining and steel-producing capacity, along with large coal

reserves. Because of this, it became one of Russia’s most important industrialization hubs.

During the period when it was part of the Russian Empire, the use of the Ukrainian language was

strictly limited by the regime. With Russia’s reign and Donbas’ industrial opportunity, many

Russian peasants migrated to the region. Donbas was not part of Ukraine during its brief

independence in 1918, but it was included in the Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic (SSR) after

the Russian Civil War, which increased Russian migrations, leading to Russian domination of its

culture and main language (Walter, 2022). Once again, this historical context forms the base of



Russia’s military involvement in Ukraine.

However, after WWII, Siberia’s industrial capacity began to develop; the Russian SFSR hence

decided to prioritise Siberia’s mining, coal and oil industries over Donbas for its economic

sustenance. On the other hand, Ukraine faced the consequences; many industrial facilities and

infrastructure were left destroyed and dilapidated especially in separatist areas, causing Ukraine

to lose their most important industrial zone.

One should note that the region of Donbas is extremely important to Russia, as it is a land bridge

between Russia and Crimea, which has already been achieved with the capture of Mariupol by

Russian forces (Zinets, 2022), making it one of the largest and most important Russian victories

in the conflict.

Build-up to Military Conflict

From March to April 2021, Russia began a large military buildup along the Russian-Ukrainian

border, which was allegedly the largest military build-up along the border since 2014;

approximately 25 to more than 30 thousand troops were massed along the border (Holland et al.,

2021). Although some troops were partially withdrawn (Bielieskov, 2021), this was then

followed by a second buildup in both Russia and Belarus from October 2021 to February 2022,

involving more than 100,000 groups (Troianovski & Sanger, 2022).

Throughout this period, the Russian leadership has denied any intention of invading

Ukraine

As Russia continued denying plans for an invasion, the United States repeatedly disclosed

Russian invasion intentions as early as December 2021, when the United States’ findings

estimated that Russia planned to deploy 175,000 troops, and that almost half of them were

already deployed along various points near Ukraine’s border (Channel News Asia, 2021). As



early as February 3, 2022, the United States had warned that Russia would stage videos to

fabricate a pretext for an invasion of Ukraine (Holland & Hunnicutt, 2022).

On January 31, 2022, retired Colonel-General Leonid Ivashov, Chairman of the All-Russian

Officers’ Assembly, demanded on the Assembly’s website “that the President of the Russian

Federation reject the criminal policy of provoking a war in which Russia would be alone against

the united forces of the West…and retire” (Åslund, 2022). This was one of the first major signs

of Russian opposition towards the chaos to follow.

2022 Russian Special Military Operation

The State Duma of Russia recognized the Donetsk People's Republic and the Luhansk People's

Republic, two pro-Russian self-proclaimed nations in Donbas, on February 21, 2022; on

February 2022, Putin himself signed the decrees recognizing the Donetsk and Luhansk People's

Republics, before signing agreements with the leaders of the breakaway states “on friendship,

cooperation and mutual assistance between Russia and the two people's republics” (TASS,

2022).

The following day, Russia's Federation Council overwhelmingly authorised the use of armed

force, and Russian troops invaded both regions. Putin announced a "special military operation"

to "demilitarise, degasify and denazify" Ukraine on February 24 (Putin, 2022).

Minutes afterwards, missiles attacked locations around Ukraine, including Kyiv, the country's

capital. The Ukrainian Border Guard reported border assaults with Russia and Belarus. Shortly

after, Russian Ground Forces invaded Ukraine, leading Ukrainian President Volodymyr

Zelenskyy to declare martial law and call for mass mobilisation (Yeung et al., 2022). This was

widely regarded as an invasion and condemned on a global scale. Moreover, Putin raised the



alert level of Russia's nuclear forces on 27 February, citing additional sanctions and "aggressive

rhetoric," escalating tensions between the West and Russia and stoking concerns of nuclear war

(Al Jazeera, 2022).

As of 20 June 2022, Eastern Ukrainian cities are under heavy Russian militarisation, and Russia

is targeting full control of Southern Ukraine to create a land bridge between Russia proper and

Crimea. Despite slow advances, Russia lays control of over 90% of the Luhansk region, and

officials have stated that they are fighting for the ‘complete liberation’ of Donbas. Moreover,

despite strong resistance from Ukrainian forces in Mykolaiv, Russia is now in full control of

Mariupol after a two-month siege. However, Russia has suffered devastating losses among their

officers along with the demolishment of significant Russian weaponry, according to the United

Kingdom Ministry of Defence. (Brown et al., 2022)

Aftermath and Global Response ( Solutions )

Many nations implemented fresh restrictions and sanctions, weakening Russia’s economy - in

2022, the Russian economy is expected to contract by up to 10% (Rosenberg, 2022). Moreover,

major businesses and multinational corporations (MNCs) are withdrawing from Russia.

Protests were held all around the world, notably in Russia, where mass detainment of

demonstrators and increased censorship of Russian media by the government were conducted.

Reports from the Russian human rights group OVD-Info (2022) indicate that:

● Over the first 17 days of anti-war protests, more than 14 thousand people were detained,

including minors, lawyers, and journalists,



● In the first days of the war, Russian schools received recommendations for conducting

lessons for students from grades 7-11 about the war on Ukraine. These lessons were supposed to

convey the official point of view of the government about the reasons for the special military

operation, as well as to condemn anti-war rallies to the children.

● In March, classes on fake news were held in several regions, where students were urged not to

believe the reports of the Ukrainian authorities about the number of dead Russian soldiers. In the

same month, the lesson Brotherhood of Slavic Peoples was held: schoolchildren were told about

the proximity of the cultures of Russia, Belarus and Ukraine, “which should remain a united

nation today and not succumb to the provocations of those who are trying to divide them”.

● On March 2, 2022, amendments to the Criminal Code and the CAO were introduced to the

State Duma, providing for penalties for (1) public dissemination of deliberately false information

about the use of the Armed Forces of the Russian Federation; (2) public actions discrediting the

use of the Armed Forces of the Russian Federation, including calls for unauthorised public

events; and (3) calls for sanctions against Russia.

Ukraine has also received humanitarian and military assistance from several nations. For

example, the United States has provided a total of US$5.6 billion in 12 installments of military

aid to Ukraine, the latest installment being a US$1 billion military aid package (Macias,

2022). This has also significantly dwarfed the $688 million in humanitarian assistance in the

form of food, safe drinking water, shelter, emergency health care and medical supplies, among

other services provided to Ukraine by the United States (U.S. Mission Italy, 2022).

The crisis has displaced more than 13 million people in Ukraine (BBC News, 2022), with more

than 5.1 million Ukrainians relocating to other European countries as of 16 June 2022 - more



than a million refugees each have crossed into Russia and Poland (United Nations High

Commissioner for Refugees, 2022). The conflict has hence culminated in the biggest refugee

crisis in Europe since World War II (Al Jazeera, 2022).

Russia's point of view :

The justification for Russia’s military intervention is based on the allegation that Ukraine has

been committing genocide and other human rights violations in the Donbas region. Indeed, a

report on the situation in Donbas from March 2014 to January 2017 by the United Nations Office

of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) (2017) shows that “allegations of sexual

violence perpetrated by all parties involved in hostilities are entrenched in the narratives of

people living along the contact line”; a separate report by the OHCHR (2016) also provides some

concerning findings:

● Ukrainian forces targeted people based on their alleged affiliation with, or support for, armed

groups, or for their “separatist” or “pro-Russian” views,

● Numerous allegations of executions of armed groups who had surrendered or were hors de

combat have also been reported,

● The Ukrainian Government has sometimes deliberately slowed or protracted investigations

and prosecutions of some perpetrators of summary executions from its own ranks so that alleged

perpetrators are provided with opportunities to escape justice,

● Allegations concerning the death of people in Government custody have also been received,

with most deaths allegedly caused by torture and ill-treatment, or by inadequate or lack of

medical assistance,

● There have been at least 121 cases of “intentional homicide” of Ukrainian servicemen, some

of whom were whistle-blowers who revealed the misconduct of Ukrainian forces in the conflict



zone. Apart from this, there are also discoveries of more than 130 mass graves of civilians in

the Donbas region that were killed during the Ukraine government’s aggression; these deaths

were caused mainly by Ukrainian shelling and offensives in response to Donbas protests

against the Euromaidan protests (Chaudhury, 2022).

The second main component of the casus belli is the view that Ukraine is a neo-Nazi regime

and needs to be “denazified”. This claim stems from the involvement of violent right-wing

groups in the Euromaidan protest movements and the beginnings of the Donbas war in Ukraine

(Blanco, 2022). One such example is the Special Operations Detachment "Azov", also known as

the Azov regiment, a far-right militia which uses Nazi insignia, turns a blind eye to the Holocaust

and other Nazi atrocities, and proudly classifies themselves as national socialists.

The final justification of Russia’s military operation is the argument that Ukrainians and

Russians form a family together. As mentioned earlier, Putin has always established his belief

that Ukrainians and Russians are joined together culturally and historically, and that Ukraine is

Russia’s sister - a close relative and family member. It is to be noted that the Russian capital

Moscow was created by the Kievan Rus before its disintegration; moreover, Russia had also

annexed and absorbed Ukraine into the Soviet Union. In line with this, Putin and the Russian

government have been marketing the military operation as a “heroic move to protect

Ukrainians”, and more importantly, the Russian population and Russian-speaking descendants,

although this may be factually an attempt to distance Ukrainians from the influence and

integration of Ukraine’s independent culture and language (Blanco, 2022; Putin, 2022)

Ukraine

Ukraine has suspended all talks with Russia until the complete Russian withdrawal from Ukraine

is conducted (Kirby, 2022). However, Ukraine had already made certain compromises to Russia

before that, including the guarantees that:



● Ukraine would become a non-aligned and "non-nuclear" state, with no foreign military bases

or contingents on its territory

● Strict, legally binding guarantees would require other countries to protect a neutral Ukraine in

the event of an attack

● Within three days guarantor states would have to hold consultations and come to Ukraine's

defense

● Ukraine would be allowed to join the European Union, but would not enter military-political

alliances and any international exercises would require the consent of guarantor states, including

NATO

● The future status of Russian-annexed Crimea would be negotiated over the next 15 years

Nonetheless, Ukraine has consistently pushed for a mutual peace that benefits both belligerents.

Ukraine’s main demands are hence the full withdrawal of the Russian and Belarussian armed

forces, the provision of humanitarian aid and establishment of humanitarian corridors to Ukraine,

the guarantee that Russia, Belarus and other countries would respect Ukraine's territorial

sovereignty and claims over Crimea and Donbas, as well as the establishment of mechanisms

that would enforce the security of Ukraine.



Past Agreements and Resolutions Adopted

Minsk I and II Accords

The Minsk I and II Accords were signed in September 2014 and February 2015 respectively in

the Belarussian capital in an attempt to end the conflict between Ukrainian and pro-Russian

seperatist groups.

Minsk I Accords

This agreement was drafted and signed by Ukraine and the pro-Russia breakaway states of the

Donetsk People’s Republic (DPR) and Luhansk People’s Republic (DPR). It was a 12-point

ceasefire deal which included provisions for prisoner exchanges, deliveries of humanitarian aid

and the withdrawal of heavy weapons. However, it was unsuccessful and quickly broke down

due to constant violation of ceasefire agreements (Reuters, 2022).



Minsk II Accords

This agreement was drafted and signed by Ukraine, Russia, the DPR and LPR, France and

Germany, as well as the Organisation for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OCSE). It was a

13-point agreement.

Use the following for reference :

The Minsk II Agreements have also remained unimplemented due to the different aims and

interpretations of Russia and Ukraine, also known as the ‘Minsk Conundrum’. Ukraine views

Minsk II as a means to re-establish control over rebel territories through a ceasefire, control of

the Russia-Ukraine border, elections in the Donbas, and a limited devolution of power to the

separatists in that order; on the other hand, Russia views Minsk II as an instrument laying out

Ukraine’s obligation to grant Donbas rebel authorities comprehensive autonomy and

representation in the centre of the government, giving Russia the power to oppose and control

Ukraine’s foreign policies to its liking (Al Jazeera, 2022).



Other Countries

Belarus : Belarus, the largest landlocked European country bordering the two warring nations

has found itself in a precarious position amid its political proximity with Russia. The country is

now at the receiving end of the West’s economic sanctions, meant to deter the Russian assault on

Ukraine, despite restrictions already in place after the controversial election of its President,

Alexander Lukashenko. The West shouldn't lose sight of the fact that the Kremlin is currently

waging two wars, one in Ukraine and one in Belarus, albeit with slightly different tactics, while

everyone's attention is on the dramatic events taking place in Ukraine. Russia is currently

attacking Ukraine militarily, but Belarus is being "softly" seized without the Kremlin firing a

single shot. It might be claimed that Belarus under President Aliaksandr Lukashenka is rapidly

evolving into an extension of Russian territory, even if Putin is unsuccessful in capturing

Ukraine. It is imperative that the West assist the pro-democratic Belarusian movement and its

antiwar initiatives while not equating Lukashenko's rule with the rest of Belarus.military relations

with Belarus dating back to the early 1990s. Russia has two main objectives in Belarus:

First, Belarus is crucial for Russia's economy since it acts as a transit country for more than 20%

of the country's energy exports to the EU.

Second, Belarus is essential to Russia's national security strategy. Through the so-called Suwalki

corridor, a 65-mile-long stretch of land on the Polish-Lithuanian border that gives Russia access

to the Baltic Sea but is not under Russian control, Belarus is the most direct route to Russia's

Kaliningrad oblast. In recent times, Belarus has served as a launching pad for Russia's

expansionist ambitions in the area. Belarus also shares a lengthy border with Ukraine.

In order to protect these interests, Russia has always been eager to retain command of Belarus.

By developing a "supported authoritarianism" model and strengthening Belarus' reliance on



Russia.

India

India's attitude to Russia's invasion of Ukraine stood out among the other major democracies and

among the strategic allies of the United States. New Delhi has chosen to maintain a calculated

public neutrality toward Russia despite its displeasure with Moscow's conflict. It has consistently

voted against Russian aggression in Ukraine in the UN Security Council, General Assembly, and

Human Rights Council and has so far refrained from publicly naming Russia as the cause of the

conflict. India's neutrality has disappointed many Americans, including many in President Joe

Biden's cabinet, because it revealed a stark disagreement between Washington and New Delhi on

the morality of using force to alter boundaries and occupy another country's land.blatantly a

conquering battle. Whatever their opinions on what led to the conflict in Ukraine and what

caused it, the majority of Indian strategic intellectuals would agree that their nation's diplomatic

neutrality ultimately represents what one Indian expert called "a veiled pro-Moscow posture."

Today, this looks especially contradictory because India supports the United States in its fight

against Chinese assertiveness in the Indo-Pacific while also displaying apparent tolerance for the

far worse Russian belligerence in Europe.

The peculiarity of this Indian stance is explained by how New Delhi sees itself as having

interests. These interests have prevented India from publicly criticizing Russia, despite the fact

that its stated opinions were meant to express its outrage at Russian actions—possibly a little

more quietly than is necessary. India therefore encouraged Reiterated that "dialogue is the only

answer to settling differences and disputes, however daunting that may appear at this moment,"

the statement demanded "respect for the sovereignty and territorial integrity of states," called "for

the immediate cessation of violence and hostilities," regretted "that the path of diplomacy was

given up," and urged the concerned states to "return to it." Subrahmanyam Jaishankar, India's



minister of external affairs, reaffirmed India's position that "the global order is anchored on

international law, [the] UN Charter, and respect for [the] territorial integrity and sovereignty of

states" during his intervention in the parliamentary discussion on Ukraine. He did this in a coded

criticism of Russian actions.

Suggested Moderated Caucus

1. Discussing the situation in the Donbas region

2. Humanitarian concerns caused by the actions of Russia

3. Effects on the global economy

4. Discussing the status of membership of Ukraine in the NATO council



Questions a Resolution Must Answer (QARMAs)

1. What are the justifications and alternatives of said justifications of the Russian

Federation’s actions towards the Russia-Ukraine war?

2. What are the defining factors of a sovereign nation, and how well do the breakaway

regions of Crimea and Donbas fit into these criteria?

3. How can the UNSC ensure the accountability of all parties regarding this conflict in

addition to the enforcement and implementation of humanitarian law and

humanitarian aid?

4. How could the UNSC analyse past agreements and resolutions and put all parties

accountable for any violation of the agreements and resolutions?

5. The NATO membership of Ukraine.



Research Links

https://www.aljazeera.com/tag/ukraine-russia-crisis/

https://www.cfr.org/global-conflict-tracker/conflict/conflict-ukraine

https://www.hks.harvard.edu/russia-ukraine-war-insights-analysis

https://unric.org/en/the-un-and-the-war-in-ukraine-key-information/
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