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LETTER FROM THE EXECUTIVE BOARD

Greetings Delegates!

It is my pleasure to welcome you to the most enthralling and exhilarating committee at IYC

2022.

It is said that the best approach to truly judge someone’s resilience and strength is by observing

them during their weakest times and seeing them fight out of it. This year, we at G14, seek to

see you resolve imminent threats to world peace while maintaining diplomatic relationships.

With the threat of constant crises hanging over the fate of every nation like a sword, you must

make difficult decisions, some complex and some against your own will, all for the best of your

country.

Unlike others, we discuss and resolve issues, not pertaining to a specific region, but to those

threatening our kind's very existence. This study guide is just a starting point for research and

gives a background to the committee’s futuristic setting. We encourage every delegate to be well

versed in the agenda at hand and have comprehensive knowledge about their country’s diplomatic

positions.

While MUN experience always adds to delegate performance, it is nothing without talent and

passion. We are primarily interested in your creativity and ability to solve problems on the spot

while deftly and calmly defending allegations thrown at you in an attempt to sabotage your

country.

This year’s G14 committee is filled with complex twists, and it is certainly not a committee for
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the weak-hearted, with the inclusion of the everchanging constant crisis, G14 is set to be a

constant crisis-solving committee.

To feel this experience, you must possess immense courage, grit, determination, and most of all,

to think out of the box and speak with confidence. We recommend each delegate to be aware of

their country's foreign policy to the tee and are advised to be well versed with the agenda. We

wish you all the very best and hope to see you grinning and winning at the conference!

‘The best way to predict your future is to create it’.

Warm Regards,

Riaan Khan                                                                                                             Madhav Singhvi
Chair Vice Cha
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AGENDA

The issue of Islamic Terrorism in Africa and the Boko Haram Insurgency.

II INTRODUCTION

Boko Haram, (Hausa: “Westernization Is Sacrilege”) by name of Jamāʿat Ahl

al-Sunnah li-l-Daʿawah wa al-Jihād (Arabic: “People Committed to the Prophet’s

Teachings for Propagation and Jihad”), also called Islamic State in West Africa

(ISWA) or Islamic State’s West African Province (ISWAP), Islamic sectarian

movement, founded in 2002 by Muhammed Yusuf in northeastern Nigeria, since 2009

has carried out assassinations and large-scale acts of violence in that country.

The gathering's underlying broadcasted expectation was to remove the defilement and foul play

in Nigeria, which it accused of Western impacts, and to force Sharīʿah, or Islamic regulation.

Later the gathering promised to retaliate for the passing of Yusuf and other insurgents, who were

killed by security forces in 2009. In 2015 the group pledged allegiance to the Islamic State in

Iraq and the Levant (ISIL) and took the name Islamic State (or State’s) West African Province

(ISWAP; also known as Islamic State in West Africa, or ISWA). The following year the group

split, with one group holding that name, and the other returning to the first designation.
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III HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

Yusuf established the group in Maiduguri, the capital of the northeastern state of Borno, Nigeria.

The name Boko Haram, meant ‘Westernization is sacrilege’ or ‘Western education is a sin’.

Ideologically, Boko Haram is against Westernization, which it views as negatively impacting

Islamic values. The group blames Western influences for Nigeria’s culture of corruption, which

has contributed to a wide gap between the few rich and the many poor.

Boko Haram’s infamy made a massive impact in July 2009 when, after an occurrence in which a

bunch of individuals was purportedly exposed to the over-the-top utilization of power by police.

The agitators sent off
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assaults on police posts and other government establishments, killing scores of cops. The military was

called when the police could not manage what was going on. The resulting Joint Military Task Force

activity left over 700 Boko Haram individuals dead and annihilated the mosque that the gathering

utilized as its central command. Yusuf and different pioneers were captured by the military and given

over to the police. A couple of days after this event, the projectile baffled bodies of Yusuf and his

partners — including that of his father-in-law, Baba Fugu Mohammed, who had eagerly given himself

over to the police for addressing — were shown in broad daylight. The extrajudicial killings by the

police enraged the rebels as well as others.

After that incident, Boko Haram gave off an impression of being disbanded, or if nothing else,

dormant, until the following year, when a video was disclosed in which Yusuf's delegate,

Abubakar Shekau, proclaimed that he was the gathering's new chief and promised to vindicate

the passings of Yusuf and the others.

A team made of troops from Nigeria and adjoining nations had gained critical headway against

Boko Haram starting in 2015, though assaults by the aggressors continued with specifically

ISWA, being extremely dynamic from 2018. ISWA supposedly acquired another pioneer, Abu

Abdullah ibn Umar al-Barnawi, in 2019.
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IV BOKO HARAM INSURGENCY TIMELINES

2002: Mohammed Yusuf founds Boko Haram, a group with the aim to ‘purify’ Islam in Northern

Nigeria.

July 2009: Mohammed Yusuf is killed in a Boko Haram uprising while in police custody.

7 September 2010: The members of Boko Haram take over a federal prison in Bauchi,

releasing up to 721 prisoners, including up to 150 members of the organization.

16 June 2011: A suicide bomber drives a car bomb into the Nigeria Police Force headquarters in

Abuja and kills up to six people.

26 August 2011: 21 people are killed and 60 are injured when a car bomb detonates at a United

Nations building in Abuja.

25 December 2011: A series of bomb attacks on Christmas Day kill about 40 people and injures

many others.

31 December 2011: President Goodluck Jonathan declares a state of emergency in parts of

the North-East and orders the borders with Cameroon, Chad and Niger shut.

20 January 2012: At least 178 people were killed after Boko Haram executed a series of bomb

blasts and shooting sprees mostly targeting police stations in Kano.

11 August 2013: Boko Haram kills 44 worshipers at a mosque in Konduga, Borno.

November 2013: The United States designates Boko Haram as a terrorist organization.

26 February 2014: Boko Haram murders at least 59 boys at the Federal Government College

in Buni Yadi, Yobe state.

14-15 April 2014: About 276 female students are kidnapped from Government Girls Secondary

School in the town of Chibok in Borno State.
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May 2014: The United Nations Security Council adds Boko Haram to its financial sanctions and

arms embargo list.

January 2015: Boko Haram seizes a Nigerian military base in Baga, a key town in Borno

state.

February 2015: Nigeria postpones presidential elections for six weeks as a coalition of

military forces including those from Chad, Cameroon and Nigeria begin a campaign against

Boko Haram.

March 2015: Forces from neighboring Niger and Chad launch a ground and air offensive against

Boko Haram in Borno.

May 2015: Boko Haram renames itself the Islamic State’s West Africa Province (ISWAP)

17 November 2015: The Global Terrorism Index reported that Boko Haram – after killing 6,644

people in 2014 – had overtaken Isis as the world’s deadliest terror group.

17 January 2017: The Nigerian Air Force bombs an IDP camp in Rann, Borno after mistaking it

for a Boko Haram camp, killing scores of civilians.

19 February 2018: 110 schoolgirls are abducted from the Government Technical Girls College in

Dapchi, Yobe State.

December 2018: Boko Haram splinter group ISWAP takes over Baga and seizes the

Multinational Joint Task Force base, two months before presidential elections in Nigeria.

22 March 2019: Boko Haram kills at least 23 Chadian soldiers.

16 June 2019: At least 30 people are killed in a triple suicide attack in Konduga, Borno.

23 March 2020: At least 50 Nigerian soldiers are killed in an ambush by Boko Haram

near Goneri village in Borno.

28 November 2020: At least 110 farmers are killed in Zabarmari, Borno.
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11 December 2020: Over 330 students from the Government Science Secondary School in

Kankara, Katsina state, are abducted.

14 April 2021: The US places a $7 million bounty on Abubakar Shekau.

20 May 2021: Abubakar Shekau is reported dead.

June 2021: Boko Haram and ISWAP reportedly unite and pledge allegiance to one Aba

Ibrahim Al-Hashimiyil AlKhuraishi.

22 July 2021: Nigeria receives the first batch of A-29 Super Tucano aircraft procured from the

United States of America to prosecute the insurgency and other criminal elements.

Nigeria:
Nigeria’s ongoing battle with insurgent groups and continued government corruption threatens the

stability and political integrity of Africa’s most populous state. Boko Haram has conducted

terrorist attacks on religious and political groups, local police, and the military, as well as

indiscriminately attacking civilians in busy markets and villages. Uneven distribution of oil

revenue, high levels of corruption, and violence in the Middle Belt region pose significant

challenges to Nigerian security.

After the group pledged allegiance to the Islamic State in March 2015, the United States boosted

its military assistance and deployed three hundred troops to Nigeria to help in the fight against

Boko Haram. The Nigerian military—with assistance from Benin, Cameroon, Chad, and

Niger—has pushed Boko Haram out of several provinces in northeastern Nigeria, but the group

retains control over some villages and pockets of territory and continues to launch deadly suicide

attacks and abduct civilians, primarily women, and children.
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Nigeria, therefore, continues to be an unsuitable place for international investment and

foreign assets due to its highly unstable and unmanageable political situation.

Chad:
Boko Haram brutality was initially heightened in Chad in 2015 as a feature of the gathering's

local extension throughout the Lake Chad Basin. Since that point, Boko Haram has stayed a

vast security danger. It has committed various assaults in the Lac district of Chad, including

detonating explosives, kidnappings, animal burglary, and obliteration of property. Chad has

roughly 16,000 evacuees who have escaped Boko Haram's viciousness in upper east Nigeria.

Following a Boko Haram attack on a military base on 23rd March 2020 in Boma which killed

98 people, the Chadian government declared Fouli and Kaya departments in the Lac region a

‘war zone’ and asked the local population to leave the villages in the North Bassin. A

subsequent military operation was carried out that lasted from 31st March to 9th April 2020,

resulting in over 20,000 additional displacements. Boko Haram attacks have continued since the

end of the operation, generating further population movement. Without humanitarian aid, IDPs

(Internally Displaced People) and their host families could face Crisis (IPC Phase 3) levels of

food insecurity until September 2021.

Niger:
‘An approach that mixed relative tolerance, surveillance of preachers, and targeted actions’ were

how Niger initially dealt with Boko Haram. The government considered Boko Haram a Nigerian

issue rather than a direct threat to Niger, though they did need to keep an eye on its effects there.

Regardless of the non-aggression pact between Boko Haram and the Nigerien government, their

security forces continued to make arrests in regions that backed the uprising in and after 2010.
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Additionally, their worry grew with the terrorist advance in Mali at the beginning of 2012 and

the arrest of Nigerian and Nigerian supporters of Boko Haram who were linked with northern

Mali. Despite the conflict's increasing effects on Niger, particularly the migration of thousands of

refugees seeking safety in the Diffa region, the Nigerien elites were split on whether to adopt a

more assertive position against the movement. Senior military leaders worried that combat

would further spread to their territory, and recommended that Niger maintain its neutrality or

offer to act as a mediator between the movement and the Nigerian government. Many officials

felt that rather than mobilizing the military against Boko Haram, they should concentrate on

gathering intelligence and upholding public order.

Cameroon:

Due to long-standing hostilities with Nigeria, a reluctance to get involved in what it saw as its

neighbor’s internal affairs, and apprehension about becoming a target, the government of

Cameroon was sluggish to act against the Boko Haram threat. Despite these early mistakes, the

administration eventually managed to organize a successful military response. The Multinational

Joint Task Force (MNJTF), a sub-regional task force Cameroon first resisted joining, was

influenced by this, which upended the group. However, lack of dedication to development

projects, and the inadequacy of counter-radicalization and de-radicalization programs continue to

be the weak points of the Cameroonian response. Indeed, some policies put in place in the wake

of the Maroua attacks in July 2015, like the ban on full-face veils, the border closure, the ban on

motorcycle taxis, and military abuses, have exacerbated socioeconomic vulnerabilities for many

young people, prompting some of them to join Boko Haram.
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Senegal:
Given the geographical distance between Nigeria and Senegal and the scarcity of air routes, it

was far from certain that any Senegalese jihadists would find themselves in Nigeria as foreign

fighters. Senegalese jihadists had been sent to fight in neighboring countries, such as Mali. The

first Nigerian militant reported to be active in Senegal was Khalid al-Barnawi. He was the

founder of the Ansaru group, which broke away from Boko Haram in 2011. He had business

interests in Senegal, which he reportedly used to fund significant attacks in Nigeria, including

the 2011 bombing of the UN headquarters in Abuja. He did not, however, launch attacks in

Senegal itself.

Since the conflict in Mali peaked in 2013, interest in Senegalese jihadists focused on those

fighting as part of IS in Libya (France 24, January 2, 2016). Trials now underway in the

Senegalese courts, however, have revealed that Senegalese jihadists fought not only in Libya and

Mali but also in Nigeria in 2014-2015. These trials offer some insight into how they arrived

there.
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VI.

1- Military Intervention in Nigeria to counter Boko Haram

2- Restricting/Banning channels for funding arms for the Boko

Haram 3- Shariah acting as a dividing force in the Boko Haram

Insurgency

4- Political influence on Boko Haram
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VII QARMA (Questions A Resolution Must Answer)

● How can the committee ensure well-designed conflict prevention and resolution

mechanisms?

● In what way can the committee advise efforts to reintegrate individuals affiliated

with violent extremist groups?

● How can countries threatened by the Boko Haram Insurgency conduct the

development of a national framework for demobilization, deradicalization,

rehabilitation, and reintegration?

● How can Countries provide input and aid, adhering to country/foreign relationships?

● Can the committee possibly use treaties in order to achieve a resolution?

● How can the committee ensure the strengthening and abidance of treaties?

VIII GUIDE FOR FURTHER RESEARCH.

https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/HRBodies/HRC/RegularSessions/Session30/Documents
/A-HRC-30-67_en.docx

https://www.britannica.com/topic/Boko-Haram

https://www.acaps.org/country/chad/crisis/boko-haram-

https://www.refworld.org/docid/5b728d2fa.html

https://books.openedition.org/ifra/1770?lang=en
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